8157.2. Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in these sections, shdl have the
following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

@ Abandonment - Leaving a patient without medical care once patient contact has been
established, unless emergency medicad services personne are following a physician directive or the
patient Sgns arelease; turning the care of a patient over to an individua of lesser training when
advanced trestment modalities have been initiated to include, but not limited to, 1V, intubation, and
drug therapy.

2 Accreditation - Forma recognition by a nationa association of a provider’s service or
an education program based on voluntarily met stlandards established by that association.

3 Act - Emergency Medical Services Act, Hedlth and Safety Code, Chapter 773.

4 Advanced life support (ALS) - Emergency prehospitd or interfacility care that uses
invasve medica acts. The provision of advanced life support shal be under the medica supervison
and control of alicensed physcian.

) Advanced life support (ALS) vehicle - A vehicle that is designed for transporting the
sck and injured and that meets the requirements of a basic life support vehicle and has sufficient
equipment and supplies for providing intravenous therapy and endotracheal or esophaged intubation or
both.

(6) Air ambulance provider - A person who operates/leases a fixed-wing or rotor-wing air
ambulance aircraft, equipped and staffed to provide amedica care environment on-board appropriate
to the patient's needs. The term air ambulance provider is not synonymous with and does not refer to
the Federa Aviation Adminigration (FAA) air carrier certificate holder unless they dso maintain and
control the medica aspects that are consistent with EMS provider licensure,

@) Basic life support (BLS) - Emergency prehospita or interfacility care that uses
noninvasve medica acts. The provison of basic life support shdl be under the medicd supervison and
contral of alicensed physcian.

8 Basic life support (BLS) vehicle - A vehicle that is designed for trangporting the sick or
injured and that has sufficient equipment and supplies for providing basic life support.

9 Basic traumafacility - A hospitd designated by the department as having met the
criteriafor aLeve 1V traumafacility as described in §157.125 of thistitle (relating to Requirements for
Trauma Facility Designation). Basic trauma facilities provide resuscitation, stabilization, and arrange for
appropriate transfer of magor and severe trauma patients to a higher leve traumafacility, provide
ongoing educationa opportunities in trauma related topics for hedth care professonds and the public,
and implement targeted injury prevention programs.



(10) Board - The Texas Board of Hedth.
(11) Bureau - The Bureau of Emergency Management of the Texas Department of Hedlth.
(12) Bureau chief - The chief of the Bureau of Emergency Management.

(13) Bypass- Direction given to a prehospita emergency medica services unit, by
direct/on-line medical control or predetermined triage criteria, to pass the nearest hospital for the most
gopropriate hospita/trauma facility. Bypass protocols should have locd physician input into their
development and should be reviewed through the regiona performance improvement process.

(14) Candidate - Anindividua who is requesting emergency medica services personnd
certification or licensure, recertification or relicensure from the Texas Department of Hedlth.

(15 Ceatificant - Emergency medica services personne with current certification from the
Texas Department of Hedlth.

(16) Comprehengive traumafacility - A hospita designated by the department as having met
the criteriafor aLevd | traumafacility as described in 8157.125 of thistitle. Comprehensive trauma
facilities manage mgor and severe trauma patients, provide ongoing educationd opportunitiesin trauma
related topics for hedlth care professionds and the public, implement targeted injury prevention
programs, and conduct trauma research.

(17)  Course medicd director - A licensed physician approved by the department with
experience in and current knowledge of emergency care who shdl provide direction over dl indruction
and dlinicd practice required in EMS training courses.

(18)  Credit hour - Continuing education credit unit awarded for successful completion of a
unit of learning activity as defined in 8157.32 of thistitle (rdlating to EMS Education Program and
Course Approval).

(19) Ciriticaly injured person - A person suffering mgor or severe trauma, with severe multi
system injuries or mgor unisystem injury; the extent of the injury may be difficult to ascertain, but which
has the potentia of producing mortality or mgor disability.

(20)  Department - The Texas Department of Hedlth.

(21) Dedgndion - A forma recognition by the department of a hospitd's traumacare
capabilities and commitment.

(22) Diverson - A procedure put into effect by atrauma facility to insure gppropriate patient
care when that facility is unable to provide the level of care demanded by a trauma patient's injuries or
when the facility has temporarily exhausted its resources.



(23) Emergency cdl - atdephone cdl or other smilar communication from amember of the
public, as part of a9-1-1 system or other emergency access communication system, made to obtain
emergency medica services.

(24) Emergency care attendant (ECA) - An individud who is certified by the department as
minimally proficient to provide emergency prehospita care by providing initid aid that promotes
comfort and avoids aggravation of an injury or illness.

(25) Emergency medica services (EMS) - Services used to respond to an individud's
perceived need for immediate medica care and to prevent death or aggravation of physiologica or
psychologicd illness or injury.

(26) Emergency medica services (EMS) operator - a person who, as an employee of a
public agency, asthat term is defined by Health and Safety Code, §771.001, receives emergency calls.

(27) Emergency Medicd Service Adminidrator - The principa executive manager of an
emergency medicd service organization who is responsible for the non-medica operations, saffing,
policies and procedures, and overal management of the service.

(28) Emergency medicd services and trauma care system - An arrangement of available
resources that are coordinated for the effective ddlivery of emergency hedth care servicesin
geographica regions congstent with planning and management standards.

(299 Emergency medicd services personnel -

(A)  emergency care atendant (ECA);

(B)  emergency medicd technician (EMT);

(C©)  emergency medicd technician-intermediate (EMT-I); or
(D)  emergency medica technician-paramedic (EMT-P).

(30) Emergency medica services (EMS) provider - A person who uses, operates or
maintains EMS vehicles and EM S personnel to provide EMS. See 8157.11 of thistitle (relating to
Requirements for an EMS Provider License) regarding fee exemption.

(31) Emergency medicd services (EMS) volunteer provider - An EMS which has at least
75% of the total personnd as volunteers and is a nonprofit organization. See 8157.11 of thistitle

regarding fee exemption.

(32) Emergency medicd services (EMS) volunteer - EMS personnel who provide
emergency prehospitd or interfacility care in affiliation with alicensed EMS provider or aregistered



First Responder organization without remuneration, except for reimbursement for expenses.

(33) Emergency medicd technician (EMT) - Anindividud who is certified by the
department as minimaly proficient to perform emergency prehospital care that is necessary for basc life
support and that includes the control of hemorrhaging and cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

(34) Emergency medica technician-intermediate (EMT-I) - An individud who is certified by
the department as minimaly proficient in performing skills required to provide emergency prehospita or
interfacility care by initiating and mantaining under medical supervison certain procedures, including
intravenous therapy and endotracheal or esophageal intubation or both.

(35) Emergency medicd technician-paramedic (EMT-P) - Anindividua who is certified by
the department as minimaly proficient to provide emergency prehospitd or interfacility care by
providing advanced life support that includes initiation and maintenance under medica supervison of
certain procedures, including intravenous therapy, endotrached or esophaged intubation or both,
electrica cardiac defibrillation or cardioversion, and drug therapy.

(36) Emergency medicd services vehicle-
(A)  basclife support vehicle
(B)  advanced life support vehicle;
(C©)  mobileintensve care unit (MICU);
(D)  MICU rotor wing and MICU fixed wing air medica vehicles; or
(E)  specidized emergency medica service vehicle.
(37) Emergency prehospitd care - Care provided to the sick and injured before or during
trangportation to amedicd facility, including any necessary sabilization of the Sck or injured in

connection with that transportation.

(38) Facility triage - The process of assgning patients to an appropriate trauma facility based
on injury severity and faclity avalability.

(39) Gened traumafacility - A hospitd designated by the department as having met the
criteriafor aLevd 11l traumafacility as described in §157.125 of thistitle. Generd traumafacilities
provide resuscitation, stabilization, and assessment of injury victims and either provide trestment or
arrange for gppropriate transfer to a higher level traumafacility, provide ongoing educationd
opportunitiesin trauma related topics for health care professonas and the public, and implement
targeted injury prevention programs.



(40) Governmentd entity - A county, acity or town, aschool digtrict, or a specid didtrict or
authority created in accordance with the Texas Congtitution, including arurd fire prevention district, an
emergency saervices didrict, awater disrict, amunicipd utility digtrict, and a hospitd digtrict.

(41) Hedth care entity - A first responder, EMS provider, physician, nurse, hospitd,
designated trauma facility, or a rehabilitation program.

(42) Indudtrid ambulance - Any vehicle owned and operated by an indudtrid facility as
defined in the Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 541, 8201, and used for initid transport or transfer
of company employees who become urgently ill or injured on company premises to an gppropriate
medicd fadility.

(43) Interfacility care - Care provided while transporting a patient between medicd facilities.

(44) Leadtraumafacility - A traumafacility that has made an additiond commitment to its
traumasarvice area. This commitment, which usudly is offered by the highest level of traumafacility in
agiven trauma service areg, includes recelpt of mgjor and severe trauma patients transferred from
lower levd traumafacilities. 1t dso includes on-going support of the regiona advisory council and the
provison of regiond outreach, prevention, and trauma educationd activities to dl trauma care providers
in the trauma service arearegardless of hedlth care system affiliation.

(45) Licensee- Anindividud who holds a current paramedic license from the Texas
Department of Hedlth (department); an individua who uses, maintains or operates EM S vehicles and
EMS personnd to provide EMS and who holds an EMS provider license from the department.

(46) Mgor traumafacility - A hospita designated by the department as having met the
criteriafor aLeve 1l traumafacility as described in 8157.125 of thistitle. Mgor traumafacilities
provide smilar servicesto the Levd | traumafacility athough research and some medica specidty
aress are not required for Levd 11 facilities, provide ongoing educationa opportunities in trauma related
topics for hedth care professonas and the public, and implement targeted injury prevention programs.

(47) Mgor trauma patient - A person with injuries, or potentia injuries, severe enough to
benefit from treatment at atrauma facility. These patients may or may not present with dterationsin
vitd Sgnsor level of consciousness or obvious sgnificant injuries (See severe trauma patient), but have
been involved in an incident which resultsin a high index of suspicion for sgnificant injury and/or
disability. Co-morbid factors such as age and/or the presence of significant medica problems should
aso be consdered. These patients should initiate a system's or hedlth care entity's trauma response,
including prehospita triage to a designated trauma facility. For performance improvement purposes,
these patients are aso identified retrospectively by an injury severity score of 9 or above.

(48) Medicd control - The supervison of prehospita emergency medica service providers
by alicensed physician. This encompasses on-line (direct voice contact) and off-line (written protocol
and procedurd review).



(49) Medicd Director - The licensed physician who provides medicd supervison to the
EMS personnd of alicensed EMS provider under the terms of the Medica Practices Act (Chapter 6,
Texas Civil Statutes 4495b) and rules promulgated by the Texas State Board of Medical Examiners.
Also may be referred to as off-line medica control.

(50) Medicd oversgght - The assstance and management given to hedth care providers
and/or entities involved in regiond EM Strauma systems planning by a physician or group of physcians
designated to provide technical assistance.

(51) Medicd supervison - Direction given to emergency medica services personnd by a
licensed physician under the terms of the Medica Practice Act, (Texas Civil Statutes, Chapter 6,
Article 4495b) and rules promulgated by the Texas State Board of Medical Examiners pursuant to the
terms of the Medica Practice Act.

(52) Mobileintensve care unit (MICU) - avehicle that is designed for transporting the sick
or injured and that meets the requirements of the advanced life support vehicle and has sufficient
equipment and supplies to provide cardiac monitoring, defibrillation, cardioverson, drug therapy, and
two-way communication.

(53) Operationd poalicies - Policies and procedures which are the basis for the operation of
EMS include, but are not limited to such areas as vehicle maintenance, proper maintenance and storage
of supplies, equipment, medications, and patient care devices, complaint investigation, multicasuaty
incidents, hazardous materids; but do not include personnd or financid policies.

(54) Peson- Anindividud, corporation, organization, government, governmenta
subdivison or agency, business, trugt, partnership, association, or any other legd entity.

(55) Prehogpitd triage - The process of identifying medical/injury acuity or the potentiad for
severe injury based upon physiologica criteria, injury patterns, and/or high-energy mechanisms and
transporting patients to afacility gppropriate for their medica/injury needs. Prehospita triage for injury
victimsis guided by the prehospitd triage protocol adopted by the regiond advisory council (RAC) and
approved by the department.

(56) Quality management - Quality assurance, quaity improvement, and/or performance
improvement activities.

(57) Regiond EM S/trauma system - An EM S and trauma care system that has been
developed by a RAC in amulti-county area and has been recognized by the department. The Texas
Trauma system is a network of the regional EM Strauma systems.

(58) Regiond medica control - Physician supervison for prehospital emergency medica
sarvices (EMS) providersin a given trauma service area or other geographic area intended to provide
gandardized oversght, trestment, and trangport guidedines, which should, a minimum, follow the



regiond advisory council's regiond EM S'trauma system plan components related to these issues.
(59) Recatification - The procedure for renewd of emergency medical services certification.

(60) Reciprocity - The recognition of certification or privileges granted to an individuad from
another state.

(61) Rdicensure- The procedure for renewd of a paramedic license as described in
8157.40 of thistitle (relating to Paramedic Licensure); the procedure for renewa of an EMS provider
license as described in 8157.11 of thistitle.

(62) Responseready - When an EMS vehicleis equipped and staffed in accordance with
8157.11 of thistitle (relating to Requirements for a Provider License) and isimmediatdy available to
respond to any emergency call.

(63) Severetraumapatient - A person with injuries or potentid injuries that require
trestment & a tertiary traumafacility. These patients may be identified by an dteration in vitd Sgns
and/or leve of consciousness or by the presence of sgnificant injuries and shal initiate a system's and/or
hedlth care entity's highest level of trauma response including prehospitd triage to a designated trauma
facility. For performance improvement purposes, these patients are aso identified retrogpectively by an
injury severity score of 15 or above.

(64) Shdl - Mandatory requirements.

(65) Stesurvey - Anon-stereview of atraumafacility applicant to determine if it meetsthe
criteriafor aparticular level of designation.

(66) Sole provider - The only licensed emergency medica service provider ina
geographicaly contiguous service area and in which the next closest provider is greater than 20 miles
from the limits of the area.

(67) Specidized emergency medica services vehicle - A vehicle that is designed for
responding to and transporting sick or injured persons by any means of transportation other than by
standard automoative ground ambulance or rotor or fixed wing air craft and that has sufficient saffing,
equipment and supplies to provide for the specidized needs of the patient trangported. This category
includes, but is not limited to, water craft, off-road vehicles, and specialy designed, configured or
equipped vehicles used for trangporting specia care patients such as critical neonatd or burn patients.

(68)  Specidty centers - Entities that care for specific types of trauma patients such as
pediatric hospitals and burn units that have recelved certification, categorization, verification or other
form of recognition by an appropriate agency regarding their capability to definitively treat these types
of patients.



(69) Saffing plan - A document which indicates the overdl working schedule patterns of
EMS personnd.

(70)  Standard of care - Care equivalent to what any reasonable, prudent person of like
certification level would have given in asmilar Stuation, based on locd or regionaly adopted standard
emergency medica services curricula as adopted by reference in 8157.32 of thistitle (relaing to
Emergency Medica Services Training and Course Approvd).

(71) Trauma- Aninjury or wound to aliving body caused by the application of an externd
force or violence, including burn injuries. Poisonings, near-drownings and suffocations, other than those
due to external forces are to be excluded from this definition.

(72) Traumafacility - A hospita that has successfully completed the designation process, is
cgpable of gahilization and/or definitive treatment of criticaly injured persons and actively participates
inaregiond EM Strauma system.

(73)  Trauma nurse coordinator/trauma program manager - A registered nurse with
demondtrated interest, educeation, and experience in trauma care and who, in partnership with the
trauma medical director and hospital adminigtration, is responsible for coordination of traumacare & a
desgnated trauma facility. This coordination should include active participation in the trauma
performance improvement program, the authority to pogtively impact trauma care of trauma patientsin
al areas of the hospital, and targeted prevention and education activities for the public and health care
professionals.

(74)  Traumapatient - Any criticaly injured person who has been evauated by aphysician, a
registered nurse, or emergency medica services personne, and found to require medica carein a
trauma facility.

(75 Traumaregistry - A statewide database which documents and integrates medicd and
system information related to the provison of trauma care by hedth care entities.

(76)  Whenin sarvice - The period of time when an EMS vehicleis at the scene or when en
route to afacility with a patient.

Adopted by Board of Health on April 3, 2000



